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— — — Thursday, May 9 , 1985 /Part I) 

Interpretation Gap on Contadora 

us„ Soviet Ambiguities Block Solutions for Their Clients 

By SUSAN KAUFMam pi mm » 


By SUSAN KAUFMAN PURCELL 

Throughout the debate over Central 
““.Sovlel Onion has loomed £ 
*1 the very least, a shadow -player It is 

Sov)e ^' ■W* «* nL 

r^gua gives them an interest in whether 

“ve S h °Y;,? t t 1 Sandinisla ^ernment SS 

vives. Yet little attention has been given in 

vent ST t 2L to P°^tion P on Ind 

eventual acceptance or discrediting of a 

CoSa PCaCe 8Cttlernenl through the 
Contadora process. A comparison 4th the 
u.s. position is instructive. 

The Soviet Union supports a negotiated 

the cS ^ NlCaragUa that lt h^sed on 

Sut? \Vt ^fv rOCe “ 80 does the United 
states. Yet both are miles apart in their 

interpretation of Contadora's 21-point 
statement of principles. p 

talS"r C,USi0 4 emerged from recent 
^lksrn Moscow between U.S. delegates on 

f4k ForcSn P Dart ^ 0uth Conference 

tere ofto* £ e ^° na] C ° nfl,Ct and mem - 
Nnriv^ S ° Vie Union ’ s Latin American 
North ^encan and economics institutes 
plus high-ranking officials on the Central’ 
Gommittee and in the Foreign M, ms try 
The basic disagreement centers on the 
meaning of concepts that the U.S. govern- 
■naent considers a key to an acceptable 

SEEKS 1J— 1 

For the United States, non-intervention 


Uon^^hv the " expon 01 r avolu- 

£ c?A MwlSt regime£ in general, and 
Ute Sandinista government in particular 
An acceptable settlement would have to 
prohibit Nicaragua, Cuba or other iSUt 
governments from fomenting or suppS, 
nstional liberation movemfnu" Ea? 
overthrowing incumbent governments in 
the region and installing* ‘'progress^? 

But Soviet Officials with whom we sooke 
wgued that Nicaraguan or Cuban support 

consHf 10 ^* lberaUon move mems did not 
constitute intervention, because such 

movements are created by “underlying 
social and economic conditions.” If ihf 
Sovnet Union and Cuba get involved it is 
because they are forced to by U.S support 

Set C Z%7' , Ti 0nary 

nan,t d f ? b behavi . or « “defensive” in 
’ fb e > ssy; it is a response to a 

nw^ St f ° r as£lsUnce ' and therefore can- 
not be regarded as intervention. 

n contrast, the Soviets argue U S 
support of groups attempting to remove the 
Sandinista government does constitute m 

SS n ™f h “ “progressive’ 

regtmes^ enjoy the support of their people" 
(while non -progressive" regimes such as 

^t)^fif?T V I mmem ^ m Evador, do 
d U - S ' ^ ^ response to a 
request for assistance, it constitutes inter- 
venbon because "coonierrevoWoS^” 


r;;r rriM1 ' .“*• b > definition, “counter* 
nd pwwt ••ndthuenoneptim.K 

to ejlcrivii thm,ore regard the Nicara- 
guan rebels as mercenaries, a force created 

5 reb^ls inT. ?f re are 15 '°°° NicaragtS 
at TAm J population of 3 million 
at compared with 10,000 Salvadoran rebeS 

that Sandinista mistakes probably had 
caused some Nicaraguans to join the lebSg 
the Soviets argued that without US 

t e» t er H e : ll ° n lhe rebeIlion would cease to’ 
; «“ l - However, they regard outside sup 

b K 1 urv?vS‘ !U ' n “ thc 

I iation® wl^t’ n ° li0n ° f ” interna! reconcii- 

was also very different from n c 

t ?n°te^ n r ent VieWS ' For the United States 
X \ r f 1 filiation refers to a prS 
that includes talks between the incumbent 
i government and both armed m?SSn!2i 

1 ^ the 11 ’ 011 movement£ ’ leading ultiiSSty 

to the incorporation of the rebels into toe 
I^hticaJ process. The Soviets agree that 

but w^] hTv° re ’ Sh0UJd occur in Ei&dvador 

but w ill have none of it for Nicaragua 

dliaSlh?®}? the S ° Viet5 ’ intfma] recon- 
cuiation m Nicaragua refers only to the 

SSre ^ ter ? al ^P 08111011 ^ ^ct, silch 
° CCU T in ^ ^ere can be 
k between the rebels and toe 

^^®^ t ^e°tomer ei are^‘^r^OT|’^ 

.ovemmenniec^ 0 . 

In El Salvador, in contrast, the Soviets 
gtpport talks between toTrebek a 7d toe 
- government, even though the Sal- 
a oran rebels, like toe Nicaraguan rebels 
are armed and are fighting for the**.’ 
throw of an elected government 

toe double standard? For toe 
Soviets, there is no inconsistency. Unlike 
toe Sandinista government toe K 
government is illegitimate, toe Soviets sav 
Its election did not reflect the will of the 

Eg* b “> «» will Of the Hoi™ 
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l .n?, f v! r c ncw «** between the rjfl 

cv f 0VemrnenU « to democrt- 

cy and iu implementation. The U S » n v' 

the SandinMa 

Mfnoet dictatorship Freedom of theC« 

thiff “ nd “Station are tuppreased. and 

and h?Q n °r ParaU0n ^»5 h!? 1S 
and the Sandimsta governing Dartv VirV 

r ra£ua * last election, which * JSJ mZZ 

' thlf Political climate and whmh exd Si! 

' 2?!h 0p P« ition leaders from pa^dpiS? 

are therefore illegitimate in the U S view' 

«h 32K2 tflUemem "> •SirSe 

■ provl^^,S^»«l«lude 
l cratic processes la " dem »' 

' se™ o,!? r“ d ' sa * r “ “rreanem Reseaa 

1 " bul “■ -XSfSf 

another L “i ^ NJ COmrnunisl ” Instead. 

f 

! ji uatlon °taSia e i ]eC obseJvS' ea if Jhe 

j USceSwe" 1 S d «”«™' 

! IsfpHMil 

synem ch “ 8 “ m Ni MT«Sua'e polltii 

SL£s=rf3££ 

S on" “ mp,acencU y e 

tnent on the words, but not onn, 
meaning. Since the superpower anH X 
allies would be esxSedT* v“ d th « r 

Otherwise, it will not be worth 

that it’s printed on. - e paper 

llT2r^ fman PuTCeU ** ***** o} the 
tf nn Amertoan program at the 

Foreign RekUiorlinNe^Yort °* 
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